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Summary of Geology
ÁAlkaline Mineral Based 

Acid Sensitive

ÁIgneous
Non-Acid Sensitive

ASTM: C 3119-βαȠ ȰStandard Definitions of Terms Relating to 
Dimension Stone ȱȟ ÌÉÓÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÂÁÓÉÃ ÓÔÏÎÅ ÇÒÏÕÐÓȡ

Granite
Greenstone
Limestone

Marble
Sandstone

Slate



o Granite

o Quartzite

o Slate

o Anorthosite

o Serpentine

o Limestone

o Marble

o Sandstone

o Basalt

o Agglomerates

o Onyx

o Travertine

Discussion on common building stone



o Honed

o Polished

o Flamed

o River Washed

o Antiqued (brushed)

o Tumbled

o Cleft

o Unfilled/Filled

o Blasted

o Hammered

o Striated

o Saw-Cut

Various ways stone is factory finished



A brief discussion of how stone floors / walls are 
built

o Mud-Set Mortar (thick set)

o Thin-Set Mortar 

o Grout, sanded & non-sanded

o Expansion Joints

o Walls, thin -set or mechanical

o Slip-Sheet (crack isolation membrane)

o Countertops, slabs



Anatomy of a Dimensional Stone Tile

o Thickness (calibration)

o Edges; Saw-Cut, Arris, Coushoned, Chisled

o Filler, Wax & Dyes

o Face; finishes & dressings



Patterns

o Square & Running Bond 

o Ashlar (Versailles Pattern)

o Flagstone

o Random

o Terrazzo & Palladian

o Basket Weave & Herring Bone

o Custom Patterns



Materials and finishes have changed as design trends 
evolve.

·Current trend is: honed marble & limestone, tumbled 
marble, antiqued finish travertine, flamed granite, 
cleft slate & quartzite, etc.

·Old trend is: polished marble, terrazzo, polished 
granite, etc. 


















